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1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
1.1 The Scottish Government has announced its intention to designate a new 

National Park(s) during 2026. Early stages of the process for selecting new 
National Park(s) involved development of the assessment criteria and informal 
expressions of interest and this occurred during 2023.   

 
1.2 During the spring of 2023, Policy Leads ELT were appraised of the process.  

Following that a Briefing Report was considered by PPSL on the 24th May 2023   

( May 2023 PPSL Brief ) which explained the forthcoming process and the likely 

issues which might need to be considered if a National Park was to be proposed 

by a local community group (see Appendix 2). The report outlined that, if a local 

group made formal proposals for a National Park within Argyll and Bute, the 

Council would need to consider if it wished to support that proposal or not. The 

report highlighted that it would be 

/moderngov/documents/s195353/PPSL%20National%20Park%20v0.pdf
http://www.lochawenationalpark.scot/


i. notes the information in the Report; and 

ii. notes that should a National Park within Argyll and Bute be proposed as part 
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2.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
2.1. The Scottish Government wishes to establish at least one new National Park by 

2026.  This paper provides an update of the process to date, notes that to date 
no Councillor or Community Group has proposed a National Park within Argyll 
and Bute, and outlines the forthcoming assessment process for any potential 
National Park nominations, an



 promote understanding and enjoyment (including enjoyment in the form of 
recreation) of the special qualities of the area; and  

/moderngov/documents/s195353/PPSL%20National%20Park%20v0.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/new-national-parks-nominations-guidance-appraisal-framework/documents/


 
4.8 Until January 2024, no Councillor nor Community group proposed a National 

Park within Argyll and Bute.  Officers were aware of interest in the Loch Awe 
area, and had requested details of any proposal.  On the 20th January 2024 
Council officers received details of  a community group’s proposal for a 
National Park around Loch Awe.  A website to support this has been created 
www.lochawenationalpark.scot.  It is assumed that a formal submission to 
Scottish Government will be made by the group.  At this late stage and before 
the end of the nominations period on 29th February 2024, it is not possible for 
the Council to take a considered view of the implications of the proposal and 
whether the Council wishes to support it or not.  Notwithstanding this, the 
Council will be consulted by Scottish Government as part of the assessment 
process and will get opportunity to express its views at that stage. 

 
4.9 Officers are aware of groups outside Argyll and Bute that have expressed interest 

and these include: Galloway, Scottish Borders, Tay Forest, Lochaber, Eilean a’ 

http://www.lochawenationalpark.scot/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/new-national-parks-nominations-guidance-appraisal-framework/documents/




 
 6.5.1   Equalities - protected characteristics – Should be considered as part of 

the nominations process. 

 6.5.2   Socio-economic Duty – Should be considered as part of the 

nominations process. 

 6.5.3  Islands - Should be considered, where relevant, as part of the 

nominations process. 

6.6 Climate Change – The important role of National Parks may play in tackling 
the climate and biodiversity crisis is noted. 

 

6.7 Risk –The full implications of a the selection of a new National Park within the 

Argyll and Bute Council area are currently uncertain and would require detailed 

discussions between the Council and Scottish Government should such an 

area be selected. 

 

6.8  Customer Service – The Council should support data requests, as appropriate, 

in relation to the Scottish Government National Park nominations process. 

6.9  Rights of the Child (UNCRC) – None.  

 

Kirsty Flanagan, Executive Director with responsibility for Development and 

Economic Growth 

Policy Lead for Planning and Regulatory Support, Councillor Kieron Green 

10th January 2024                                                 

For further information contact:  

Fergus Murray, Head of Development and Economic Growth 
fergus.murray@argyll-bute.gov.uk  
 
Matt Mulderrig, Development Policy and Housing Manager  
matt.mulderrig@argyll-bute.gov.uk  
 
Sybil Johnson, Senior Planning and Strategies Officer  
sybil.johnson@argyll-bute.gov.uk  
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Appendix 1 National Park Designation Timetable 

 

New National Park(s) Indicative timeline 

Milestone Timescale (indicative) 

Public Consultation – (The Future of 

National parks in Scotland) 

Late Spring 2022 – completed 

Public Consultation –  Approach and 

Criteria of National Parks in Scotland 

Autumn 2022 – Winter 2022/3 – 



Appendix 2 Summary of main points relating to National Park designation raised 

during the Proposed Local Development Plan 2 Main Issues Report 

consultation 2017 

 

 Control and governance  

o Island circumstances 

o Scale and nature of management required 

o Planning powers – different models 

 Other designations 

o Regional Parks 

o Marine Protected Areas or other nature designations 

o Role of other agencies e.g. Argyll and the Isles Strategic Tourism 

Partnership 

 Need for further information to make an informed decision.  

o Explore the potential/aspirations with key stakeholders and 

communities. 

o Understanding of the special qualities and needs of the area 

o Impacts on repopulation and tourism 

o Outcomes in current National Parks 

 Economy 

o Potential for economic growth, including tourism 

o Potential impacts on existing economic activities; in particular 

distilleries, fishing, energy, farming, forestry, aquaculture and 

manufacturing industries 

o Fit with growth agenda e.g. Tobermory - Oban - Dalmally growth 

corridor 

 Renewables 

o Impact on renewable industries 

 Environmental issues have been raised:-  

o Environmental protections are already in place/additional safeguards 

o Argyll and Bute has internationally important marine and land 

environments 

o Impact of increased tourism on natural assets 

 Social  

o Population impacts 

o Job impacts – growth some areas, restrictions others 

o Potential impact on affordable housing 

o Benefits of environmental management for local communities 

o Need for strong local backing 

 Finance 

o Additional costs 

o Additional funding 

o Additional pressures on infrastructure 


